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dred years ago. Chief among these were the well-known Jesuits, 
Father Paul Ponziglione, whom the author knew, Fathers Van 
Quickenborne, Shoenmakers, and Bax. The "Apostle of South- 
eastern Kansas," as Father Ponziglione was known, had in his 
own way almost as thrilling a life of adventure as his illustrious 
confrere, Father De Smet. Like all true missionaries, these 
pioneer Jesuits have written their names indelibly upon the pages 
of American civilization. They could go where no other white 
man would have been safe, and their deeds in consequence have 
been heralded by writers and poets as among the most notable of 
our country's history. The author has given us a collection of 
sources for the beginnings of Kansas, and his volume will be 
welcomed by all who are interested in the history of that impor- 
tant state. It is regrettable that the book is so poorly printed and 
that it is without an Index. 



The Life of George Washington, the Father of Modern Democ- 
racy. By the Very Rev. James O'Boyle. New York: Long- 
mans, Green & Co., 1915. Pp. xviii+362. 

This work has been returned to us as unworthy of a serious 
review. The volume is Father O'Boyle's second effort in Ameri- 
can History, and we earnestly hope it will be his last. It would 
be indeed a deplorable thing to present American history to so 
sympathetic a reading public as that of Ireland in such sorry 
form. Apart from the typographical errors, which are abundant, 
the author's style is at times grotesquely puerile, and his method of 
presentation displays an amount of ignorance the equal of which 
would be hard to find. Examples of this abound, as in the fol- 
lowing passage from the Introduction : 

"The real, vital, conservative religious power in the States 
is the Catholic Church. She has falsified the old theory of her 
enemies that only under monarchy can she prosper. She shows 
to all that it is possible to be a dutiful subject under Republican 
rule and still a firm believer in the Catholic Creed and a loyal 
child and obedient to the Chair of Peter. She changes not with 
the novelties of scientists. Her code of doctrine and morals has 
unchanged from the days when Bishop Carroll ruled alone over 
the entire Union, and today men^of every rank, Governors of 
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States and President of the nation freely acknowledge the loyalty 
of the Catholic Church to the Republic and the consistent sup- 
port of Catholic pastors given to correct abuses and reform the 
moral of the people. And the names that are most revered over 
the Union by all denominations are Cardinal Gibbons and the 
great Bishop Ireland, staunch pillars of the Church and true 
Americans, and both sons of Holy Ireland." 

Lovers of Longfellow's verse will not rejoice in this following 
misquotation of his celebrated lines: 

"Lives of great men all remind us, 

We can make our lives sublime, 
And departing leave behind us 

Footprints on the sands of time: 
Sailing o'er life's chequered main 

Some forlorn or shipwrecked brother 
Seeing may take heart again." 

We read of "Morian and Sumpter" in the South; of Fort Du 
Quesne being named "after a French general of that name;" 
of "Padre" Marquette and "Ioliet;" of Governor "Dunweddie" 
— the spelling is uniform throughout; of the main body bringing 
"up the rere;" of "Lough" Erie; of Washington's consort, "Mrs. 
Custas;" of "Annanopolis;" of "Majors-General" and "Briga- 
diers-General;" of "Ethel" Allen, and a "yoke of four beautiful 
horses," and a host of other ludicrous blunders which make the 
book comic. Nathan Hale is an Irishman, because he came 
from Connecticut. The battle of " Germanstown " is a delight- 
ful piece of comedy. It is really too bad Father Prout is not 
alive; his review of this disgraceful parody would be classic. The 
book has no Imprimatur and no Index. 



The Vassar Semi -Centennial Series. Brissot de Warville. A 
Story in the History of the French Revolution. By Aloise 
Ellery, Ph.D. Boston and New York: Houghton Mifflin Co., 
1915. Pp. xix+528. 

There are many reasons why this volume will be given a 
prominent place in American historical literature. Apart 
from the racy style, without which the book might have been a 
work of mere erudition, apart from the accurate scientific appa- 



